
scope of this work, the aim of which is to present for the
surgeon's use a careful picture of breast cancer, of its micro-
scopic ramifications, and of its mode of dissemination. . . .

The operator's eye can no more delimit the invisible margin
of the growth with which he has to deal than it can see the
bacteria he aims at excluding from his wounds. . . . He
must rely upon pathology to supply him with the invisible.
. . . Upon the accuracy of these mental conceptions his
operative results must to a large extent depend." The first
half of the work is devoted to pathology, with chapters on
the inadequacy of the embolie theory, clinical and micro¬
scopic study of parietal dissemination, routes of lymphatic
dissemination, visceral dissemination and natural processes
of repair in carcinoma. The histopathology is minutely
covered. The author devotes a material part of the work to
the manner of growth and of dissemination, points of infor¬
mation so necessary to intelligent operative treatment. His
chapters on the lymphatics and their permeation by cancer
offer a wealth of information on the histopathology of the
disease. Most American surgeons will take issue with the
author for removing so small an amount of skin. Since
skin, embryologically is an ectodermal structure, we feel that
it should be as widely removed as fascia, even though pri¬
mary closure without grafts or plastic repair is thereby made
difficult or impossible. Some one has remarked that the
surgeon should have his assistant close his breast incisions,
that easy closure may not be a factor in tempting him to
leave skin that would better be removed. The review of the
subject of Paget's disease is in itself a complete monograph,
and may justly be regarded as authoritative. The author
does not consider clinical diagnosis. This is important to
the man not familiar with methods of examining the breast ;
it is very necessary to him who, through lack of training or

experience, must make his diagnoses from clinically evident
cancer. But the diagnosis and treatment of cancer are not
for the tyro. In defense of this omission, it may be said that
this book will find its greatest use in the hands of the sur¬
geon rather than of the general practitioner; in the hands of
the man who realizes that the hope of cure is tenable only
when the lesion is detected before a positive clinical diag¬
nosis can be made. It is a masterful work.

De Arte Phisicali et de Cirurgia of Master John Arderne,
Surgeon of Newark, Dated 1412. Translated by Sir D'Arcy Power,
K.B.E., M.B., F.R.C.S., from a Transcript Made by Eric Millar, M.A.
From the Replica of the Stockholm Manuscript in the Wellcome His-
torical Medical Museum. Cloth. Price, $4. Pp. 60, with 16 illustra-
tions. New York: William Wood & Co., 1922.

This volume, published under the auspices of the Wellcome
Historical Museum, is a translation of the ancient manuscript
of John Arderne, a physician who practiced at Newark in
England, during the fourteenth century. Among other things,
John Arderne taught that wounds should heal without sup-
puration, and that dressings should be infrequent. In his
drug therapy, however, he was addicted to all the spells,
incantations, herbs and nasty substances in common use dur-
ing his time. The present edition is printed on a large page
with numerous facsimile reproductions of pages of the
original manuscript, which is now in the royal library at
Stockholm. In the preface, Sir D'Arcy Power supplies a

learned comment, and there is an adequate index. The book
gives an excellent picture of the practice of medicine in
England during the fourteenth century.

Die Vitamine. Kritische Uebersicht der Lehre von den Erg\l=a"\nzungs-
stoffen. Von Ragnar Berg, Leiter des physiologische-chemischen Labora-
toriums auf Weisser Hirsch. Paper. Pp. 336. Leipsic: S. Hirzel, 1922.

This book contains one chapter on the biologic value of
different proteins, one chapter on the r\l=o^\leof the inorganic
substances in foods, one chapter on beriberi and polyneuritis,
one chapter each on vitamins A and C, and chapters on the
requirements for growth, edema and pellagra. There is a

good index, and a very good bibliography (nearly 1,600
titles). The author is well known through his important
investigations on the metabolism of the inorganic food sub-
stances. The chapter on this subject is accordingly a most
valuable contribution. The subjects of the other chapters in
the book are treated with equal thoroughness, comprehensive
knowledge of facts, and sound critical analysis. The volume

is a real contribution to medical science, and should, accord-
ingly, be in the hands of every physician who can use the
German language.

Aids to Bacteriology. By William Partridge, F.I.C., Lecturer in
Chemistry (Public Health), University of London, King's College.
Fourth edition. Cloth. Price, $1.75 net. Pp. 276. New York: William
Wood & Co., 1922.

The contents of this book are indicated by its title. All
of the common pathogenic micro-organisms and many of the
more uncommon ones are given brief consideration in a
manner apparently designed to emphasize their essential
characteristics. The author has accomplished his task in a

satisfactory way. The book is not to be recommended as a
class textbook, but it should find favor as a reference work
for laboratory workers.

Arabic and Latin Anatomical Terminology Chiefly from the
Middle Ages. By A. Fonahn. Paper. Pp. 174. Christiania: Jacob
Dybwad, 1922.

This book is a vocabulary of Arabic and "Latino-
Barbarous" terms used in old medical works. It will be of
great value to students of medical history as well as to
philologists interested in Arabic and medieval Latin.

Miscellany
CONFERENCE BOARD OF PHYSICIANS

IN INDUSTRY
Among the questions discussed at the thirty-fifth meeting

of the Conference Board of Physicians in Industry, held
November 18, were dental work in industry, inguinal hernia
and an outline for making physical examinations.

DENTAL WORK IN INDUSTRY
An instance was reported in which prophylactic dental

work had been carried on for a few years among SSO
employees, among whom there had been no emergency treat¬
ments necessary during the past year.

Dental work in industry is justified for two reasons :
(a) constitutional, in ridding the body of foci of infection,
and (b) cosmetic in improving the appearance of the indi¬
vidual. It is realized that the economic effect is one of
major importance, but difficult to measure with any degree
of accuracy.

INGUINAL HERNIA
One case of possible traumatic inguinal hernia of recent

occurrence was reported. In the experience of the other
physicians present, no case of traumatic inguinal hernia had
ever been known.

It was the consensus that as true traumatic hernia is rare and
of negligible importance from the standpoint of the industrial
physician, the development of inguinal hernia should be con¬
sidered an occupational disease, and compensation should
be paid on the basis of aggravation of a preexisting con¬
dition rather than as the result of a definite injury.

Pain has no relation to the size of the hernia sac as
suggested, but is related to the amount of pressure that the
sac makes on the ilio-inguinal or iliohypogastric nerve. This
explains why small hernias may be more painful than others
of much larger size.

It was brought out that recurrences after operation maybe due to rupture of the tissues along the line of stitches
closing the original hernia. Many cases of this type are
considered recurrences at the original site of operation.Another cause of recurrence is the overlooking of a small
indirect hernia which may be coincident with a larger direct
hernia. Following operation for the direct hernia, the indi¬
rect may increase in size and be taken for true recurrence
of the direct type.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION OUTLINE
The standard physical examination outline developed bythe Conference Board of Physicians in Industry early in its

work has undergone slight revision as a result of the more
extended experience of the members. This outline is to be
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used as a guide by physicians when making physical exami¬
nations in order that important matters may not be over¬

looked. Its adaptation as a form for recording physical
findings is purely optional with the examiner.

In the making of physical examinations, it is realized that
in many cases and for many purposes, only a partial exami¬
nation will be necessary, and that, barring special cases, the
examination would need to consume only an average of from
six to ten minutes for each person. It is also understood
that the procedure may be added to or subtracted from as
the peculiar requirements of each industry may make advis¬
able in the judgment of the examining physician.

VENEREAL DISEASE CONTROL
IN PARAGUAY

Even as late as the seventies, medical science was virtually
nonexistent in Paraguay, says Dr. Victor Idoyaga in his
book "La Lucha Antivenérea en el Paraguay." During the
war with Brazil and Argentina (1870) an English physician,
Dr. Stewart, surgeon-general of the army, assisted by an

English pharmacist, Mastermann, first introduced really use¬
ful drugs and comparatively new methods of treating disease.
Shortly afterward foreign physicians arrived, and as the
isolation of their country under the dictator Francia had
ended, Paraguayans began going to Argentina and Uruguay
to study. The antivenereal disease campaign really began
with the appointment of the first Paraguayan venereologist,
Dr. Luis Zanotti, as professor of syphilology and der¬
matology in the Asunción Medical School. Both in his
classes held in the army hospital and in public lectures,
from 1901 on, he preached venereal prophylaxis and suggested
the creation of a venereal dispensary. In 1918, when Dr.
Idoyaga returned from France, he suggested at once to the
health authorities the opening of an institute of venereo-

syphilitic prophylaxis. This was finally opened in August,
1919. The attendance from August, 1919, to Dec. 31, 1919,
was 1,119 patients; in 1920, 4,785; during the first six months
of 1921, 3,545. The institute is divided into four sections :

venereosyphilitic, venereogynecologic, laboratory and hos-
pitalization. The staff includes two physicians and six
assistants (advanced medical students). Charges for treat¬
ment are rather high, 200 pesos for a Wassermann test ;
administration of arsphenamin, 60 pesos; vaccine treatment,
50 pesos; vaginal irrigation, 15 pesos. Prostitution is under
réglementation, and the institute is charged with the exami¬
nation of public house inmates. Adenitis is a complication
unusually frequent in cases of chancre. Among skin diseases
most prevalent in Paraguay are eczema, seborrhea, itch,
pediculosis, impetigo, ecthyma and leprosy. Mycoses, psoria¬
sis, ringworm, lichen, lupus and all forms of surgical tuber¬
culosis are rare.

RATS IN OUR ATLANTIC COAST CITIES
The U. S. Public Health Service recently published a

bulletin (No. 121) on the "Rodent Infestation and Rat Proof¬
ing Conditions in Massachusetts Seacoast Cities, New York
City and Baltimore." It was said : "By a strange and unex¬

plained condition, the eastern seacoast of the United States,
from Florida to Maine, has up until the present reported no
human or rodent plague. With the exception of the northern
and northwestern seacoast of Norway, this is the longest
stretch of seacoast in the world that has not within the last
few years reported plague along its shores. It would seem,
therefore, that if chance alone controlled the question of the
appearance of plague, this eastern seacoast of ours would be
due to be visited very shortly by plague in some form or

other. Accordingly, it is not only wise but very necessary
that the cities along the seacoast should take heed unto them¬
selves to do all within their means that it is possible to do
to head off and prevent the impending danger to themselves."
All of the cities surveyed were found heavily infested with
rats, and their wharves generally well adapted to the spread
of plague should it be introduced by ship. It was estimated
that only 15 per cent, of the docks about New York City are

rat proof.

Medicolegal

Evidence in Action by Physicians for Services
(Boyd et al. v.  . O. Painter Fertiliser Co. (Fla.), 91 So. R. 557)
The Supreme Court of Florida, in reversing a judgment

rendered in favor of the defendant, says that the plaintiffs,
two physicians, brought this action to recover $1,000 for
performing a necropsy ; $1,000 for office advice, conference
and consultations from May 22 to June 16, and from June 25
to July 1 ; and $3,600, or $400 a day, for services during
absence on a trip to Baltimore and a trip to New York from
June 16 to June 25 ; making a total of $5,600. The necropsy
was performed following the death by drowning of the presi¬
dent of the company, May 13, and was for the purpose of
establishing, if such was the fact, that his death was from
natural causes, he carrying at the time a large amount of life
insurance in which the defendant had an interest of about
$150,000. Besides this trip to Baltimore, it appeared from
the testimony that, the day after the necropsy, parts of the
body had been removed and sent to experts in Baltimore for
chemical analysis and pathologic examination, and that the
plaintiffs were sent there to remain while the specialists
made the examinations, their expenses and services while so
engaged being paid for by the defendant. One of the plaintiffs
had originally been called over the telephone by the cashier
and bookkeeper of the defendant to be present when the body
was recovered to see if it could be resuscitated. Both of the
plaintiffs testified that they were authorized by the defen¬
dant's secretary to perform the necropsy. One of the plain¬
tiffs testified that the cashier and bookkeeper had stated :
"I am authorized to say, 'Go ahead with the necropsy,' but
if you want further confirmation, we will get it." The other
plaintiff testified that the defendant's secretary, the decedent's
daughter, and the cashier and bookkeeper gave their consent
to the necropsy, the cashier and bookkeeper in writing. This,
with other evidence, raised an issue as to whether there was
any liability of the defendant company to pay for the services
in performing the necropsy, by reason of the authority that
the plaintiffs testified had been given them by the secretary
of the corporation, and denied by him; or whether the com¬

pany by its subsequent acts had ratified the alleged acts of
the secretary in this matter, and what, if anything, was a
reasonable compensation for such services ; which the
court thinks should have been submitted to the jury.

During the progress of the trial, the plaintiffs offered in
evidence the written authority from the daughter of the
deceased, dated May 22, "to hold a necropsy on the body of
E. O. Painter and to remove such specimens as they may see
fit for pathologic examination." The purpose of introducing
this document in evidence was not to establish the liability
of the defendant company, but to show that the physicians did
not mutilate the body of Mr. Painter without authority from
his wife and only child, who alone could give such authority.
The defendant company could obligate itself to pay for the
physicians' services in performing the necropsy, but it could
not authorize them to mutilate the body. To do this, the
physicians needed authority from the family. It was to
relieve themselves from an imputation of having mutilated
the body without such authority, which might have some
effect in prejudicing the jury against the plaintiffs, that this
document was offered in evidence ; and it was proper for
this purpose, and the trial court erred in excluding it.

The services for which the plaintiffs were suing terminated,
July 1. July 7, they wrote to the decedent's daughter a letter
containing a proposition to render future professional ser¬
vices as experts in her behalf in the case of litigation over
the insurance policies. The amount charged, the character
of the proposition and the tone of the letter would have a

tendency to create a feeling of hostility against the writers,
and served no purpose in throwing light on antecedent cir¬
cumstances. The only reference to the past was that, as one
of the conditions for accepting the new employment, all bills
then due should be paid in full. The offer was not accepted,
and, as it shed no light on the past transactions that were the
subject of the lawsuit, it was not only irrelevant and imma-

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of California - San Diego User  on 06/02/2015


